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Australian short film program at the 22nd International Short Film Festival Berlin, 7. – 12. November 2006

From November 7 - 12, interfilm Berlin presents the 22nd International Short Film Festival. More than 4,000 films and videos from 94 different countries were submitted to the festival office this year. Interfilm has selected 500 of these productions, encompassing a wide spectrum of genres including feature film, animation, documentary, children’s film and music clip, for competition or special programs. 
Besides the national and international competition and a focus on Brazil and the Czech Republic, this year’s festival, in cooperation with the Australian Embassy in Germany, will present a special program dedicated to short films from Australia. 
The program “Oz Shorts” will show a variety of Australian shorts, ranging from black comedy to moving drama and bizarre animation, which give an insight to the issues with which filmmakers “down under” are dealing.  
Most of the 9 films which comprise the program were shown at the St. Kilda Film Festival in Melbourne in 2006. Thus it represents a continuation of the longstanding partnership between interfilm Berlin and Australia’s longest running celebration of short film. At the St. Kilda festival, interfilm presented the program “Confrontations” with selected short films against violence and intolerance from interfilm Berlin Festival 2005. 
Breathe (AUS 2005, 15 min, director: Juliet Porter): A drama about a young couple whose relationship is put to the test by their newborn's fragile health and uncertain future. The film won the Audience Award at St. Kilda Film Festival.

Gloomy Valentine (AUS 2006, 5 min 30 s, director: Isabell Peppard): In this animated short film, a woman struggles to overcome the sadness of a broken heart.

Crooked Mick of the Speewah (AUS 2005, 10 min 40, director: Philip Smith): Strong-Arm Sam and his promoter Gus try to find the mythical Speewah and challenge legendary Crooked Mick. This short film, based on traditional Australian fairytales, is told in a heightend way using the latest technology.
The Wagalak Sisters (AUS 2005, 5 min, director: Dave Jones) is an animation film based on an ancient Indigenous story of the Wagalak sisters, creation sisters who walked across the land using the power in their dilly bags to create a lush landscape.

The Mechanicals (AUS 2005, 9 min, Director: Leon Ford): Ever felt there's more going on than you can see? Ever wondered why your walls are thicker than they have to be? In the unseen spaces live... the Mechanicals.

Domestic (AUS 2005, 8 min, director: Katie Hides) is a kitchen sink drama crossed with a Jackie Chan flick! Love is a battlefield… The film was decorated with the Craft Award and Best Achievement in Editing at St. Kilda.
Two Minutes to midnight (AUS 2005, 15 min, director: Charlotte George) tells the story of Dave, who works nights in a video store, and by day fantasises about his beautiful co-worker Claire. But she is 
about to leave. Can he get out of his film-obsessed world long enough to tell her how he feels? 
Guy in a field (AUS 2005, 15 min, director: Johnie Stanley): A road, two mangled cars and a landscape as barren as his memory.  
Tango trois (AUS 2005, 7 min, director: Gracie Otto), in three brief episodes, explores Tarantino's idea of omission through the tragic consequences of a love affair for a man, his wife and young lover. 
The directors of the two last-named short films will be present at the showing of their works.
We would be happy to send you photo material and more detailed information on this program. 

Betacam excerpts from the films are also available upon request. 
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