[image: image1.jpg]



Press Release
October 2006

Bruno Bozzetto
at the 22nd International Short Film Festival Berlin,

November 7 – 12, 2006
interfilm Berlin presents the 22nd International Short Film Festival, from November 7th to 12th, 2006. From over 4,000 submitted films, 500 were chosen for competitions or special programs. The selection spans diverse genres, including fiction, animation, documentary, children’s  film and music clip.  

This year, special focus will be on animation art from Italy. interfilm presents three retrospective short film programs, as well as one full-length feature film from Bruno Bozzetto, best known in Germany as the creator of “Signor Rossi.” Bozzetto, who influenced an entire generation of animation filmmakers in Europe with his work, will be present during the first three days of the festival and answer questions from the audience during a podium discussion on Thursday, November 9, 2006.  
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Bruno Bozzetto at the 22nd International Short Film Festival Berlin. An overview:
Retrospective Bruno Bozzetto – Point of View 
The program concentrates on life and its difficulties from Bozzettos own perspective in a selection of animations spanning five decades.

Wednesday, November 8, 2006, 9pm at Hackesche Höfe Filmtheater, Kino 3

Sunday, November 12, 2006, 6pm at Hackesche Höfe Filmtheater, Kino 5 

Films: Tapum la Storia delle Armi / Alfa e Omega / I due Castelli / L‘Uomo e il Suo Mondo / Ego / La 
Piscina / Help? / Point of View / Europa and Italy / To bit or not to bit / Yes & No / Mister Tao
Retrospective Bruno Bozzetto – Sense of Life

Bozzetto presents an intelligent and ironic illustration of human existence in an interplay of classic animations and newer flash movies.
Thursday, November 9, 2006, 4pm at Hackesche Höfe Filmtheater, Kino 5

Saturday, November 11, 2006, 2pm at Hackesche Höfe Filmtheater, Kino 2
Films: Opera / Self Service / Strip Tease / Baby Story / Sigmund / Moa Moa / Baeus / 
Cavalette / Big Bang / Dancing / Drop / Looo / Adam / Olympics / Life / Mister Otto 
in 17 / Neuro
Retrospective Bruno Bozzetto – Homage to Signor Rossi 

Signor Rossi and his dog Gastone have obtained cult status: An hommage to the happiness-hunting cartoon character from our youth.

Wednesday, November 8, 2006, 7pm at Hackesche Höfe Filmtheater, Kino 3

Sunday, November 12, 2006, 1pm at Kino Babylon berlin:mitte, Saal 1 

Films: Un Oscar per il Signor Rossi / Signor Rossi va a Sciare / Signor Rossi al Mare / Signor Rossi compra l’Automobile / Signor Rossi al Camping / Signor Rossi al Safari / Signor Rossi a Venezia
Special Screening: Allegro Non Troppo 
Interfilm presents Bozzetto’s full-length feature film Allegro Non Troppo (1976), in which the director visualized famous symphonies in a six-episode, socially critical and ironic version of Disney’s classic Fantasia. 

Tuesday, November 7, 2006, 10pm at Kino Babylon berlin:mitte, Saal 1

Saturday, November 11, 2006, 1pm at Kino Babylon berlin:mitte, Saal 1

The filmmaker will be present at the Tuesday screening. 
Panel: Bruno Bozzetto meets Michaela Pavlatova – Animation in Dialogue


Thursday, November 9, 2006, 3pm, Hackesche Höfe Filmtheater, Kino 5

Preceding the screening of the Bozzetto retrospective program “Sense of Life,“ interfilm invites festival guests to an open Q&A session with Bruno Bozzetto and his fellow animator Michaela Pavlatova, a well-known Czech animation filmmaker. Pavlatova’s films have won awards and accolades worldwide, including a Berlinale Golden Bear. She teaches in Prague, San Francisco and at Harvard. Her first live action film was released in 2003.
Biography Bruno Bozzetto 
The cartoon animator Bruno Bozzetto, born in 1938 in Milan, is best known as the creator of Signor Rossi, who, together with his dog Gastone, has reached cult cartoon status. With Mr. Rossi, Bruno Bozzetto has created a central figure of the post war Europe economic miracle. Mr. Rossi lives a monotonous life in a modern economy, and he can flee the routine only through escapist fantasy (in Mr. Rossi’s Dreams) or with the help of a fairy (in Mr. Rossi Looks for Happiness). It is the sympathy with this unheroic Sysiphos trying to escape the boredom of his everyday life that made Mr. Rossi so popular. 
Most of Bozzettos short films are of a political or satirical nature and consistently feature the message that the “bad guys” often manage to get by, while those who bide by the rules are doomed to fail. In other films, Bozzetto uses animation as an instrument to communicate complex scientific content in an understandable (and tongue-in-cheek) way to a wide audience. He thus created around 100 short films for the Italian science show QUARK in cooperation with Piero Angela.

In the course of his career, Bozzetto created a multitude of animated short films that have been screened and awarded around the world. Mister Tao received the Berlinale Golden Bear in 1991, and Cavallette received an Oscar nomination the same year.

In recent years, Bozzetto has dedicated himself primarily to flash animation, of which his best known work is Italy & Europe, a humorous juxtaposition of typical practices in Italy and the rest of Europe. 
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