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22nd International Short Film Festival Berlin

November 7th – 12th, 2006 
Focus on the Czech Republic

interfilm Berlin presents the 22nd International Short Film Festival, from November 7th – 12th, 2006. Over 4,000 films and videos from 94 countries were submitted to the interfilm offices in Berlin for the 22nd International Short Film Festival. 500 entries from diverse genres - feature, animation, documentary, children's film, music clip - were selected for competition or for special programs. 
In addition to the International and German Competitions, the festival will again include special Country Focus programs. This year, there are five programs spotlighting short film productions from the Czech Republic which interfilm presents in cooperation with the Czech-German Fund For The Future and the Czech Centre Berlin.  
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Two programs featuring contemporary short films will provide insights onto the lively and critical world of young Czech films. An additional program is dedicated to animation, a genre in which our Eastern neighbour especially stands out. The animation film festival “Anifest” in Třeboň also presents a program with special animated treats of the past few years, including the award-winning film “Carnival of Animals” by Czech director Michaela Pavlatova. Pavlatova, serving as a jurymember for the interfilm International Competition, will be present during the festival, and present a program featuring her work. In addition, there will be a retrospective on the work of Czech animation artist Jan Švankmajer. 
Michaela Pavlatova was born in Prague in 1961, which makes her a member of a new generation of artists that are taking the tradition of Czech animation film one step further. She completed studies at the Prague Academy of Arts, Architecture and Design (VSUP) in 1987, and later returned to teach there. She won numerous awards as an animation director at international film festivals. In 1993, she received an Oscar nomination for  “Řeči, řeči, řeči” (Words, words, words), and in 1995 her film “Repete” (Repeat) won, among other awards, the Berlinale Golden Bear. In 2003 she directed live action film “Neverne hry” (Faithless Games) starring Zuzana Stivinova and Peter Bebjak. Her most recent animation, “Carnival of Animals,” was selected for the most prestigious award at this year’s AniFest. The jury called the film a “provocative look at the sheer oddness and diversity of human sexuality.”
Michaela Pavlatova is a member of the jury for the International Competition at the 22nd International Short Film Festival, and will offer insights into her work in animation during two podium discussions.
Jan Švankmajer, born in Prague in 1934, is regarded as the most important Czech surrealist. After his studies in stage design at the School of Applied Art and in marionette theater at the Prague Academy of Performing Arts, he founded the Theater of Masks, and later joined the Laterna Magika Theater. In 1964, Švankmajer began making animations at the Kratky Film Studio. His surreal, nightmarish and yet comical films are full of fantastic images of obsessive thoughts and childhood fears, and beat a path to the very depths of the soul. Švankmajer creates a world without rules: Shoes reveal themselves to be sharp-toothed monsters, or pieces of meat can do an impressive dance around the kitchen. One of Švankmajer’s trademarks is the use of exaggerated sounds, and another is the alienation of movements using time lapses, a stop-motion-technique that brings otherwise inanimate objects to life.
Festival visitors will have a special opportunity to experience Švankmajer’s aesthetic at the retrospective on his work.
We would be happy to send you photo material and more detailed information on these programs. 
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