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Liebe Lehrer:innen  

KUKI, das Junge Kurzfilmfestival Berlin, zeichnet sich durch fantasievolle, mitreißende und 
mutige Kurzfilmprogramme aus und ermöglicht Kindern und Jugendlichen den Zugang zu 
verschiedensten Perspektiven und vielfältigen Geschichten aus aller Welt. Die 
Senatsverwaltung für Bildung, Jugend und Familie erkennt den Besuch bei KUKI als 
offizielle Unterrichtszeit an, da Medien- bzw. Filmbildung initiiert und die Medien- und 
Filmkompetenz der Schüler*innen gefördert wird. Das Programm enthält englischsprachige 
Kurzfilme aus Großbritannien, Kanada, USA und Australien. Die Filme werden in 
Originalsprache mit englischen Untertiteln gezeigt. Die nachfolgenden Materialien sollen 
Ihnen zur Unterstützung der Behandlung der Filme im Unterricht dienen. Ebenso erhalten 
Sie Zugang zu den Dialoglisten der einzelnen Filme, sodass Sie unbekannte Vokabeln im 
Unterricht besprechen und somit die Filmsichtung vorentlasten können. 

Die Materialien bestehen aus Aufgaben zur Vorentlastung der filmischen Inhalte, inklusive 
wichtigem Wortschatz sowie einer Übersicht über die Filme des Programms. Die 
Anregungen zur Nachbereitung beziehen sich auf inhaltliche und filmsprachliche Aspekte. 

Das KUKI-Team wünscht Ihnen viel Spaß! 

Über das Programm: 

 

Zwischen DVDs in den USA 

über Platten im UK, von Pools 

in Australien zu Rugby in 

Kanada und bis ins Weltall, 

wollen sie alle eins: irgendwo 

dazugehören. Und 

Gemeinschaft lässt sich 

vielerorts finden: ob im 

Plattenladen, auf einer 

Hausparty oder im Internet. 

Diese Filme zeigen neugierige 

und loyale junge Menschen, 

die ihren Platz in der Welt 

suchen. 

Fächer: 

Englisch, Musik, 

Sachkunde, Ethik, 

Kunst 

Themen: 
Postmigration, Musik, 

Trauer, Konflikt, Einsicht, 

Verarbeitung, 

Identität, Queerness, 

Gemeinschaft, Party, 

Psychische Erkrankungen, 

Schulden, Parentifizierung, 

Geschlechteridentitäten, 

Verschwörungstheorien, 

Wissenschaft, Weltraum, 

Internet Trolle, 

Freundschaft, Liebe, Familie, 

Schönheitsideale, 

Menstruation, 

Selbstwahrnehmung, 

Loyalität, toxische 

Männlichkeit, sexueller 

Konsens, Alkohol, 

Feminismus 
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Hinweise für die Lehrperson  

Pre-screening tasks (Arbeitsblatt 1) 

Bevor die Schüler*innen das Sprachprogramm im Kino sehen, sehen sie die Trailer zu den 
Kurzfilmen, um Interesse, Neugier und Erwartungshaltungen zu wecken sowie grundlegende 
Konzepte der Filmschaffenden zu erkennen. 

Für die Vorbereitung des Kinobesuchs werden ungefähr 45-60 Minuten benötigt. Dazu 
benötigen die Schüler*innen ihre digitalen Endgeräte und Kopfhörer. Alternativ kann die 
Lehrperson die Trailer in der Reihenfolge über das Whiteboard zeigen. Für den Film We are 
Kings gibt es bislang keinen Trailer oder Teaser.  

Post-screening activities  

Station rotation: Digitale Touch-turn-talk cards (Arbeitsblatt 2) 

 

Die Lernenden erhalten zu Beginn Gelegenheit, über die Filme und ihre Eindrücke zu 

sprechen.  

 

In groups or pairs, describe your impressions and reactions to the short films.  

 

Anschließend folgt eine kurze Plenumsphase. 

 

Im Sinne des Station-Rotation-Prinzips (Stationsarbeit) bewegen sich nun Kleingruppen von 

etwa vier Schüler:innen von Tisch zu Tisch, um Rezeptionsgespräche zu den verschiedenen 

Kurzfilmen zu führen. 

 

Auf jedem Tisch liegt eine Kopiervorlage zu einem bestimmten Kurzfilm. Diese enthält einen 

QR-Code, der zu den jeweiligen Diskussionsfragen führt, und sprachliche Hilfen (language 

support), um über den Film zu sprechen, 

 

Je nach Klassen- oder Kursgröße müssen die Kopiervorlagen mehrfach ausgelegt werden. 

Fragen, die von den Lernenden als schwierig empfunden werden oder die sie nicht 

beantworten können, werden am Ende in einer gemeinsamen Plenumsdiskussion 

besprochen. 

 

Folgende Impulse stellt die Lehrperson:  

 

Form groups of four or five. 

At each table, you’ll find a copy master for one short film. 

Scan the QR code to access the discussion questions. 

Talk about the questions in your group. 

On my signal, move to the next table to discuss another short film. 

Keep track of questions that were difficult or that your group couldn’t answer. We’ll discuss 

them together in the plenary. 
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Follow-up activities   

 

Wenn der Klasse / dem Kurs mehr Zeit zur Verfügung steht, können sich die Lernenden eine 

der vorgeschlagenen Option zur kreativen Auseinandersetzung auf Arbeitsblatt XX 

auswählen.  
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Worksheet 1: Pre-screening tasks 

 

1 Look at the title of each short film. Choose one and speculate about what to expect  

in the film. Think about the plot, characters and the setting.   

 

Use the language support below.  

 

 

 
 

 

  language support  

 

content characters setting 

Based on the title, I think that 
the film will be about ... 

  
I believe that the film will 
explore... 

  
I believe that content will 
revolve around ... 
 

I imagine the main character 
will be ... 

  
The title suggests there could 
be a character who ... 
 
It's probable that we'll meet a 
character who ... 

I would guess that the film 
takes place in ... 

 
The title makes me think the 
setting is ... 

  
It's likely that the film mostly 
takes place indoors / outdoors 
because … 
 

 

2 Exchange your ideas with a partner.  
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3 While watching four trailers or teasers, take notes in the table to discuss them later.  

 

 characters 
Note their 
appearances, actions, 
emotions 
What can you infer 
about the characters? 

plot 
Look for hints or clues 
about the plot or 
storylines. 
What conflict do you 
expect? 

themes / messages 
What do you think the 
film is trying to say? 

1 UP 

 
http://bit.ly/4pLABtY 

   

Hairy Legs 

 
http://bit.ly/48Kaa1F 

   

Notes from Planet 
Three 

 
http://bit.ly/3Kshpl0 

   

Howl 

 
http://bit.ly/4mMQL3q 

   

 

 

4 After watching each trailer/teaser, exchange your findings in groups of three or four. 

 

In your groups, comment on your overall impression. What trailer/teaser stood out  

to you the most? 

 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/4pLABtY
http://bit.ly/48Kaa1F
http://bit.ly/3Kshpl0
http://bit.ly/4mMQL3q
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Worksheet 2a: Discussion prompts  

 

We are Kings  
Frank Sun // Vereinigte Staaten von Amerika // 2024 // 12:16 min 

 
 

TASKS 

Scan the QR code and read the question/ statement on the card.  

As a group, talk about the statement/ question. 

Everybody must join the discussion. Each person gives at least one idea. 

  

Use the sentence starters below. 
   http://bit.ly/3VDTrp7 

 

 

Language help  

 

Lin is portrayed as … because … 

Walid seems more … while Lin … 

For Lin, Amber is …  

The short film shows the pressure to fit in when … 

A small joke like … actually suggests … 

The restaurant symbolises … 

Lin’s decision at the end shows … 

If Lin had stayed with Mark and Amber, then … would have been … 

I think Lin made the right/wrong choice because … 

The short film’s message is … 

http://bit.ly/3VDTrp7
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Worksheet 2b: Discussion prompts 

 

Hairy Legs 
Andrea Dorfman // Kanada // 2024 // 16:56 min 

 

TASKS 

Scan the QR code and read the question/ statement on the card.  

As a group, talk about the statement/ question. 

Everybody must join the discussion. Each person gives at least one idea. 

You don’t have to discuss all the questions/ statements.  

  

Use the sentence starters below. 
   http://bit.ly/3KI57oq 

 
 

Language support: 

 

In this part, the narrator talks about … 

“Becoming a woman” means … 

Before becoming a woman, life was … 

She remembers … as a symbol of … 

She tries to belong by … 

The group called “Free Spirits” shows … 

At university, she meets … 

She tries to join … but … 

She learns in women’s studies that … 

This belief makes her … 

After university, she faces … 

She starts to feel … when … 

In the end, she chooses … 

Her hairy legs symbolise … 

 

https://www.interfilm.de/kuki-festival-2025/filmsuche/?tx_interfilmfestival_filmlist%5BeventItem%5D=3724&cHash=5bedb684bf06da978eb53bf8cb2a7c0c
https://www.interfilm.de/kuki-festival-2025/filmsuche/?tx_interfilmfestival_filmlist%5BeventItem%5D=3724&cHash=5bedb684bf06da978eb53bf8cb2a7c0c
https://www.interfilm.de/kuki-festival-2025/filmsuche/?tx_interfilmfestival_filmlist%5BeventItem%5D=3724&cHash=5bedb684bf06da978eb53bf8cb2a7c0c
https://www.interfilm.de/kuki-festival-2025/filmsuche/?tx_interfilmfestival_filmlist%5BeventItem%5D=3724&cHash=5bedb684bf06da978eb53bf8cb2a7c0c
http://bit.ly/3KI57oq
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Worksheet 2c: Discussion prompts 

 

1 UP 
Greg Francis // Großbritannien // 2023 // 16:18 min 

 
 

TASKS 

Scan the QR code and read the question/ statement on the card.  

As a group, talk about the statement/ question. 

Everybody must join the discussion. Each person gives at least one idea. 

You don’t have to discuss all the questions/ statements.  

  

Use the sentence starters below. 
 http://bit.ly/3KrBvvy 

Language support  

 

From the first scene, we learn that … 

Andrew’s mum … and Andrew has to … 

Andrew tries to calm her by … 

He shows care when he … 

Andrew probably feels … because … 

His uncle helps by … 

Andrew has to manage … and … at the same time. 

He feels pressure because … 

When the boys make cruel jokes, Andrew … 

He tells them … which is important because … 

This shows Andrew’s strength because … 

 

I balance homework, friends, and family by … 

A song that helps me is … because … 

One time I felt embarrassed was … I handled it by … 

The title “1 UP” means … 

It connects to Andrew’s life because … 

https://www.interfilm.de/kuki-festival-2025/filmsuche/?tx_interfilmfestival_filmlist%5BeventItem%5D=3723&cHash=3d126ef3fdab7a7c88e4509c53af5909
https://www.interfilm.de/kuki-festival-2025/filmsuche/?tx_interfilmfestival_filmlist%5BeventItem%5D=3723&cHash=3d126ef3fdab7a7c88e4509c53af5909
https://www.interfilm.de/kuki-festival-2025/filmsuche/?tx_interfilmfestival_filmlist%5BeventItem%5D=3723&cHash=3d126ef3fdab7a7c88e4509c53af5909
https://www.interfilm.de/kuki-festival-2025/filmsuche/?tx_interfilmfestival_filmlist%5BeventItem%5D=3723&cHash=3d126ef3fdab7a7c88e4509c53af5909
http://bit.ly/3KrBvvy
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Worksheet 2d: Discussion prompts 

 

Howl 
Domini Marshall // Australien // 2025 // 15:56 min 

 
 

TASKS 

Scan the QR code and read the question/ statement on the card.  

As a group, talk about the statement/ question. 

Everybody must join the discussion. Each person gives at least one idea. 

You don’t have to discuss all the questions/ statements.  

  

Use the sentence starters below. 
   http://bit.ly/4891iCC 

 

 

 

 

Language support 

 

Daisy learns that growing up means … 

The boys at the party act … because … 

The promise between Daisy and Lila is important because … 

The silence in the car shows … 

The full moon creates a feeling of / symbolizes … 

The car scene shows that the girls… 

I think they both feel different after the party because … 

I think the message is … 

If I were Daisy / Lila, I would … 

 

https://www.interfilm.de/kuki-festival-2025/filmsuche/?tx_interfilmfestival_filmlist%5BeventItem%5D=3727&cHash=da0c7677e2259e74b28348d5feb7f18f
https://www.interfilm.de/kuki-festival-2025/filmsuche/?tx_interfilmfestival_filmlist%5BeventItem%5D=3727&cHash=da0c7677e2259e74b28348d5feb7f18f
https://www.interfilm.de/kuki-festival-2025/filmsuche/?tx_interfilmfestival_filmlist%5BeventItem%5D=3727&cHash=da0c7677e2259e74b28348d5feb7f18f
https://www.interfilm.de/kuki-festival-2025/filmsuche/?tx_interfilmfestival_filmlist%5BeventItem%5D=3727&cHash=da0c7677e2259e74b28348d5feb7f18f
http://bit.ly/4891iCC
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Worksheet 2e: Discussion prompts 

 

Notes From Planet Three 
Simon Ellis // Großbritannien // 2025 // 14:05 min 

 
 

TASKS 

Scan the QR code and read the question/ statement on the card.  

As a group, talk about the statement/ question. 

Everybody must join the discussion. Each person gives at least one idea. 

You don’t have to discuss all the questions/ statements.  

  

Use the sentence starters below. 
   http://bit.ly/3Ksk2mT 

 

 

Language support 

 

The film creates an atmosphere of … 

The mood feels … because … 

The real photos and videos make me feel … because … 

Using non-AI footage makes the story seem … 

The contrast between real and fake images shows … 

Social media shows the opposite by saying … 

Many people believe fake news because … 

Conspiracy theories are dangerous because … 

I can check if something is true by … 

It’s important to ask who wrote it and why, because … 

Reliable sources are usually … 

In my opinion, social media should / shouldn’t block fake news because … 

It’s difficult to decide who should control information because … 

https://www.interfilm.de/kuki-festival-2025/filmsuche/?tx_interfilmfestival_filmlist%5BeventItem%5D=3725&cHash=70f1b5dd1aeda6370e6a327946e58cbb
https://www.interfilm.de/kuki-festival-2025/filmsuche/?tx_interfilmfestival_filmlist%5BeventItem%5D=3725&cHash=70f1b5dd1aeda6370e6a327946e58cbb
https://www.interfilm.de/kuki-festival-2025/filmsuche/?tx_interfilmfestival_filmlist%5BeventItem%5D=3725&cHash=70f1b5dd1aeda6370e6a327946e58cbb
https://www.interfilm.de/kuki-festival-2025/filmsuche/?tx_interfilmfestival_filmlist%5BeventItem%5D=3725&cHash=70f1b5dd1aeda6370e6a327946e58cbb
http://bit.ly/3Ksk2mT
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Worksheet 3: Creative tasks  

 
 We are Kings 

1 Create a two-column poster to symbolise Lin being torn between two worlds.  

worlds.  

Add words, quotes, drawings and examples to each side to show Lin’s culture clash. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

             AI-generated by ChatGPT 
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Hairy Legs  

2 Hairy Legs is told in seven chapters (Becoming, Before, Belonging, Befriending,  

Believing, Beyond, Being). Each chapter shows part of the narrator’s life story. 

Now it’s your turn.  

Create your comic strip in 7 panels. Each panel = one step in your “chapter story.” 

You can title your chapters like the film (Becoming, Believing, …) or invent your own.

 Add short text in bubbles or captions. You can write in the first person (“I …”) just  

like the narrator in the film. 

Choose your own topic, e.g. How I tried something new, A time I believed in myself,   

Going beyond a challenge, How I became who I am today, etc.  

 

 

1 UP  

3 Write or draw your own “1UP moment.” What was a time you had to step up or felt  

you needed “an extra life.” 

 

 

 

 Notes from Planet Three 

4 Work in pairs. 

Design a fact-checker poster titled “Think Before You Share!” with rules for  

spotting fake news. 

 

 

 

 Howl 

5 Write a diary entry of 120 words from Daisy’s perspective the next morning. How  

does she feel about Drew? About Lila? 

 

or 

 

Choose 3 songs that fit Daisy’s coming-of-age night. For each, explain in 1-2 

sentences why it matches. 
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possible solutions for the teacher 

 

We are Kings  
Frank Sun // Vereinigte Staaten von Amerika // 2024 // 12:16 min 

 

Who are Lin and Walid? How do their personalities differ, and how does this affect their 

friendship? 

 

Lin: a teenage boy, the son of Chinese immigrants. His mother works in the family’s Chinese 

restaurant. Lin feels torn between being loyal to his family/friend and trying to fit in with 

“cooler” peers and a girl, Amber, he likes. He’s shy, embarrassed at times, but also caring 

and loyal. 

 

Walid: Lin’s best friend. He’s more confident, cheeky, and light-hearted. He often jokes about 

free food and stays relaxed even in tricky situations. Walid represents loyalty and friendship, 

which contrasts with Lin’s insecurity. 

 

Why might Lin feel ashamed about his mother’s job? Could he also feel proud? 

 

- ashamed because his friends might judge him/ because it feels “uncool” in front of Amber 

- proud because his mother works hard and supports him 

 

What does Amber represent for Lin?  

 

Amber = desire to fit in, attraction, “cool life” 

 

 

What does the film say about trying to “fit in”? Give examples. 

 

- people hide parts of themselves (Lin hiding from Amber) 

- fitting in can mean betraying true friends 

- it shows pressure teenagers feel in public spaces 

 

How do small comments or jokes show micro-xenophobia or hidden prejudice (Vorurteil)? 

 

food jokes:  

- “Can I get, like, a free beef noodle, do you think, by any chance?” → played as a joke, but it 

trivialises the restaurant and Lin’s family’s work 

- “We don’t serve Peking duck.” → turns the Chinese restaurant into a stereotype → ignores 

what they actually serve 

 

restaurant comments: 

- “Oh! Your mom works at that restaurant. That makes sense.” → the word “that” makes the 

place sound low-status/ dismissive 
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- Lin’s friends laugh about ordering a burger in a Chinese restaurant → humorous on the 

surface, but: it undermines the restaurant’s cultural identity 

- in general: not aggressive slurs, but they are “small stabs” → make Lin feel embarrassed 

about his background; show how everyday comments can carry exclusion and pressure him 

to hide his identity; prejudice often hides behind humour 

 

 

Why do you think the filmmakers mix comedy with serious topics? 

 

- comedy = makes the story more relatable and entertaining 

- serious topics such as identity and shame stand out more against funny scenes. 

- like real life: moments are often both funny and painful 

 

How does the restaurant become a symbol of Lin’s two worlds? 

 

- family culture and hard work (his mother working there) 

- for Lin, it also causes embarrassment when Amber and his friends see it 

- the place where his two worlds collide (private/family vs. public/peer group) 

- clash of cultures: Chinese heritage vs. American teenage life 

- Lin is trapped between two worlds  

 

 

What do we learn about Lin when he chooses to go back to Walid? 

 

- he values friendship more than image 

- doesn’t want to betray his true self 

- shows maturity and loyalty 

 

 

Speculate on how the story would have changed if Lin had stayed with Mark and Amber.  

 

- Lin might lose Walid as a friend.  

- Lin could become part of the “cool” group but feel empty. 

 

Do you think Lin makes the right choice in the end? Explain. 

 

individual answers  

 

What message about family and friendship does the film leave you with? 

 

- family sacrifice should not be hidden 

- real friendship means loyalty 

- trying to impress others can cost you what really matters 
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Notes From Planet Three 
Simon Ellis // Großbritannien // 2025 // 14:05 min 

 

What kind of atmosphere is created throughout the short film? 

 

 

How did the real, non-AI images and videos affect you while watching the short film? 

 

 

What information does the boy share? 

- real scientific facts about the planets and space 

 

How do social media messages contrast with what the boy says? 

- conspiracy theories, fake news  

 

Why do people sometimes believe things that aren’t true online? 

- because they trust influencers, or see it many times 

- fake news often looks real and emotional 

 

What dangers can conspiracy theories cause? 

- make people distrust science or spread hate 

- can divide societies 

 

How can you check if something online is true or fake? 

- check the source (news site, .edu, .gov) 

- look for other sources or fact-checking pages 

- ask: Who wrote it? Why? 

 

Why is it easy to fall for “alternative facts”? 

- algorithms show us what we already believe 

- people tend to want simple answers to complex problems 

 

 

Discuss whether social media platforms should block fake news? Why / why not? 
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Howl 
Domini Marshall // Australien // 2025 // 15:56 min 

 

 

What kind of atmosphere does the short film create at the beginning? 

 

- Daisy is travelling alone = is scared 

- tense atmosphere  

 

Where are Daisy and Lila at the start, and what are they doing? 

- in a bedroom 

- trying on clothes and doing hair 

- getting prepared for the party  

 

What pressures about appearance are shown in the bedroom scene? 

- talk about “perfect bodies” 

- worrying about looking “hot” or “cute” 

 

 

Why are the girls nervous before going into the party? 

- they don’t know how to enter (front or back) 

- they feel shy and laugh nervously 

 

What promise does Lila ask for before they go in?  

- Lila asks Daisy not to leave her side 

- Daisy promises she won’t 

 

What is Daisy's mood at the start of the party? 

- feels misplaced without Lila 

 

What does Daisy experience at the party? 

- Drew and Daisy are by the pool 

- they see the full moon and howl like wolves 

- Drew kisses Daisy 

- Daisy goes into the pool and starts bleeding because she is on her period; feels 

embarrassed  

 

 

What does Lila experience at the party? 

- disappears with a boy  

- implied to be having sex 

 

What does the full moon symbolize? 

- change, new experiences, but also danger  
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How would you describe Daisy and Lila’s friendship? 

- close, playful, supportive 

 

How do Daisy and Lila feel on their way back home in the car at the end? 

- first quiet and thoughtful  

- then they start singing  

- feels like they both changed during the night 

- relieved, happy, … 

 

 

How can friends look out for each other at parties? 

e.g. 

- stay together, check in often 

- respect promises 

- leave together if needed 

 

Discuss one challenge and one joy of being a teenager.  

 

What kind of pressure do teens face at parties? 

 

Brainstorm tips for resisting pressure. 
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1 UP 
Greg Francis // Großbritannien // 2023 // 16:18 min 

 
What do we learn about Andrew’s family situation from the first scene of the short film? 

- his mum is unwell, and Andrew must take care of her 

- she has a meltdown, shouting about paint 

- wanted blue paint and thinks someone has stolen it 

 

What does he do to calm her down? 

- runs to her, speaks calmly, tries to help 

- tells her to come inside, switches on the TV, kisses her on the forehead, talks gently 

- comforts her 

 

How do you think Andrew feels when people look and laugh at his mum? 

- e.g. he feels embarrassed, hurt, protective 

 

How does his uncle help Andrew? 

- gives advice, music, emotional support, says Andrew needs “grown help” for Mum/ pushes 

for proper help  

 

What pressures does Andrew face? 

- GCSEs (exams), food running out, caring tasks, social judgment 

 

How does Andrew respond when boys in the street make cruel jokes about his mother?  

- he explains his life: caring for his mum, doing housework, and preparing for exams. It’s 

important because he finally tells the truth and shows his pressure 

 

How do the boys react after Andrew speaks out? 

- they go quiet, embarrassed, and stop joking 

 

What does this scene show about Andrew’s strength and his situation? 

- it shows he is brave, responsible, and loyal to his mum, but also that he carries too much 

for his age 

 

How do you balance homework, friends, and family jobs (chores/care)? What works? 

individual answers 

  

 

Having watched the short film, speculate again about the meaning of the title '1 UP'.  

possible ideas 

- gaming reference: In video games, “1UP” means an extra life. Andrew needs “an extra life” 

because he is carrying too much responsibility at home 

- Andrew has to step up and act older than his age 

- or: 1 UP = One United Power; well-known Berlin-based graffiti crew 1UP; mum and son = 1 

UP  

 

https://www.interfilm.de/kuki-festival-2025/filmsuche/?tx_interfilmfestival_filmlist%5BeventItem%5D=3723&cHash=3d126ef3fdab7a7c88e4509c53af5909
https://www.interfilm.de/kuki-festival-2025/filmsuche/?tx_interfilmfestival_filmlist%5BeventItem%5D=3723&cHash=3d126ef3fdab7a7c88e4509c53af5909
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Hairy Legs 
Andrea Dorfman // Kanada // 2024 // 16:56 min 

 

Who/what is the narrator “in love” with at 13? Why? 

- her bike; it makes her feel like flying / free 

 

What happened when they first tried to shave at the age of 13? 

- shaving attempt doesn’t go as planned; pain/mistake 

 

How does the narrator see the role of art? 

- art is “expansive” and free 

- can be beautiful, disturbing, abstract, surreal 

- lets her express herself and make sense of growing up 

 

 

What groups does she find at university with hairy legs? How do you recognize them? 

- ISTS (feminists, pacifists, activists): political buttons, recycled-tire sandals, The Communist 

Manifesto 

- Hippies: nature/peace, folk music, lentils, toe jewellery, meditation 

- Rugby players: injuries, muddy knees, striped jerseys, bold energy 

 

How do “hairy-leg friends” at uni affect the narrator? 

- she feels seen, supported, part of a community 

 

How does she cope at university? How does she succeed / not succeed to fit in? 

- finds communities, studies women’s studies 

- succeeds: gains a language (feminism) to defend her choice; feels purpose 

- not succeed: some groups don’t accept her 

 

“One is not born, but rather becomes, a woman.” Explain this quote by Simone de Beauvoir.  

- Gender roles are learned, not “natural” 

- shaving is a cultural practice, not a biological need 

- you can choose which practices fit you 

 

What does the narrator discover on her journey about feminism? 

- being a woman is not natural, but cultural 

- realizes shaving legs is not a must, but a social rule 

- understands her uneasy feeling about shaving is injustice, not “wrongness” 

- finds that feminism gives her confidence to believe in her hairy legs 

- starts to see her hairy legs as a symbol of freedom and choice 

 

Patriarchy means a society where men (and male ideas of power) have more control than 

women. How are patriarchy and capitalism connected (according to the narrator)? 

Patriarchy: tells women they “should” shave their legs 

Capitalism: sells razors and creams, making money from this rule 

Together: they create social pressure and a *business profit 

https://www.interfilm.de/kuki-festival-2025/filmsuche/?tx_interfilmfestival_filmlist%5BeventItem%5D=3724&cHash=5bedb684bf06da978eb53bf8cb2a7c0c
https://www.interfilm.de/kuki-festival-2025/filmsuche/?tx_interfilmfestival_filmlist%5BeventItem%5D=3724&cHash=5bedb684bf06da978eb53bf8cb2a7c0c
https://www.interfilm.de/kuki-festival-2025/filmsuche/?tx_interfilmfestival_filmlist%5BeventItem%5D=3724&cHash=5bedb684bf06da978eb53bf8cb2a7c0c
https://www.interfilm.de/kuki-festival-2025/filmsuche/?tx_interfilmfestival_filmlist%5BeventItem%5D=3724&cHash=5bedb684bf06da978eb53bf8cb2a7c0c
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“My hairy legs had a purpose.” Explain. 

- hairy legs symbolize resistance and identity 

- marching with hairy legs = visible statement for equality/choice 

 

“I couldn’t deny that my hairy legs had gone from making me feel free to making me feel like 

a freak.” Explain.  

- at first, her hairy legs = freedom (not following rules, being herself) 

- later, in the “real world,” people say hairy legs are disgusting 

- because of social pressure, she starts to feel different and abnormal 

- the same thing (hairy legs) can feel positive or negative, depending on how others see it 

 

What pressures make her consider shaving? 

- “Real world” opinions, peer norms, ideas of “clean/smooth,” fitting in 

 

What do these symbols stand for in the short film? Make an equation 

Bike = ? 

Hairy legs = ? 

Art = ? 

Bike = childhood joy + movement + independence + freedom 

Hairy legs = personal choice + identity + resistance + belonging 

Art = space to express + to make sense of change + expansive   

 

How does the first-person voice shape the story? 

- personal, reflective, humorous; invites empathy for her journey 

 

Where do you see similar pressures today (e.g. fashion/ beauty/ gender)? 

- e.g. social media trends, “clean girl” look, gym culture, beard/no beard, etc. 

 

The short film Hairy Legs is divided into 7 chapters. Each chapter shows a different part of 

the narrator’s journey. Use the film stills and the language support on the worksheet to 

summarise each chapter.  

chapter 1: becoming 

Teen rituals, first shave, idea that womanhood is a story we learn 

chapter 2: before  

simple, playful with brothers/Terry; bike = freedom 

chapter 3: belonging  

- free spirits group, art, later searching for hairy-leg peers at campus 

chapter 4: befriending 

ISTS, hippies, rugby players → mixed fit 

chapter 5: believing  

- Women’s studies, Beauvoir quote → becomes feminist; connects choice and freedom 

chapter 6: beyond  

- real world pressures return, doubts, tries shaving, feels less herself 

chapter 7: being 

- chooses her own story; hairy legs = freedom, identity, defense of self 

 

What does the film suggest about choice? 
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Comment on the visual style of the short film.  

- 2D hand-drawn, painted animation, stop-motion  

- personal diary or memory  

- make the film feel warm / artistic / unique 

- makes the story feel personal and creative, not like a normal film 
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und der Welt zu zeigen, welche Filme es 

wirklich braucht?  
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