
INTERFILM 39 International Short Film Festival Berlin
KUKI .16 Young Short Film Festival Berlin
A single newsletter is unable to reflect everything that a week of INTERFILM and KUKI 
served up. We are overflowing with emotions, riding high and, even one week later, still unable to
grasp all that we have experienced. All the stimulating conversations, inspiring encounters, funny 
incidents and unforgettable evenings are impossible to squeeze into an email. Here are some 
impressions

So first of all, thanks to our wonderful audience, the many filmmakers both on screen and in 
attendance, the whole team, the venues, our partners and sponsors, and everyone who made this 
week what it was: an incomparable, diverse, colourful, loving and deeply moving experience of 
exchange, reflection, representation and encounters through short film.

The 39th INTERFILM and 16th KUKI Festival came to a glorious close on Sunday, November 
19 with over 18,000 visitors and more than 500 accredited international guests from the film 
industry. The competitions brought together highly acclaimed and emerging filmmakers from all 
over the world, the InterForum offered enlightening insights for professionals while both young and
seasoned audiences enjoyed screenings, workshops, panels and conversations pertaining to the short
form.

 

The BEST FILM award in the International Competition at INTERFILM went to the animation
"Eeva" by Lucija Mrzljak and Morten Tšinakov from Croatia / Estonia ( image below). The film 
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about a woman who continues to suffer because of her husband, even after his death, 
received €6000 in prize money from Medienboard Berlin-Brandenburg.

The two OSCAR®-relevant awards Best Fiction and Best Animation went to Arkadii Nepytaliuk 
for "Golden Leggings" and Nienke Deutz for "The Miracle". The juries <-- as well as the audience 
awarded prizes with a total value of €40,000. All winners and jury statements here

An award ceremony in cosy mode: As the traditional award ceremony format feels a bit outdated, 
we have been trying out different approaches in recent years. This time it wasn't held in a movie 
theater with film excerpts, but as a relaxed reception in the plush setting of the Roter Salon at the 
Volksbühne without much fanfare, but with lots of good conversation and a personal touch (pictures
below). Instead of long speeches, there was confetti, bubbly and noodles, followed by party, party &
party.

We were able to pack out the magnificent Volksbühne theatre three times: The Grand Opening 
as well as Eject! and Sound & Vision were completely sold out! Special events such as the 25p 
LOCAL HEROES competition, Dubbing Karaoke or Cine Bingo filled the Roter Salon while the 
Unterfilm Clubkino was transformed into a groovy underground bar, party and event location. With 
over 150 screenings and events, it is impossible to list everything - so just come and see for yourself
next year ;)

At KUKI .16 Young Short Film Festival Berlin, 5 prizes were awarded at the lively awards 
ceremony at Filmtheater am Friedrichshain. The award for Best Short Film for Youth went to the 
brilliantly macabre comedy "Dead Cat" by Annie-Claude Caron and Danick Audet from Quebec 
(last image below). Over-protective parents want to break the news of the death of the family cat to 
their daughter as gently as possible, but she turns out to be the wisest of all - all KUKI winners here
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A few impressions from KUKI's spectacular 8-day festival, from the playful screening for ages 4+, 
to spirited school discussions and the inspiring Girls* Riot program:

Looking forward to next year! - Come celebrate 40 years of 
INTERFILM
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