
INTERFILM 39th International Short Film Festival Berlin
14 - 19 November 2023

Behold the program now online - with all films, stills and details.
Behold the festival trailer - directed and conceived by animator, Anne Isensee.

From November 14 to 19, 2023, INTERFILM 39 will kick off at ten Berlin venues: from 
Berlin-Mitte to Prenzlauer Berg to Wedding and Neukölln (overview), over 300 short films from 
than 60 countries will be shown in more than 50 competition and special programs. Colorful, 
controversial, loads of fun and close to reality:

Reality versus Truth
What is real, what is true? Is it even possible for film to (still) work with these categories? Doesn't 
the translation of experience into cinematic reality rather involve the process of taking one's own 
subjectivity seriously and viewing it as a potential, as opposed to a shortcoming?

In its 39th edition, the festival addresses these questions with five programs, two presentations 
and two events held within InterForum:

The three programs of the documentary film competition reflect the way in which short form 
documentary narratives are increasingly moving away from purporting to depict reality and towards 
the essayistic processing of subjective perceptions. Three themes are dealt with in different ways: 
"Resistance in Patriarchy" looks into empowerment, resistance and resilience in the context of 
patriarchal structures, "Challenging Narratives" questions, deconstructs and contextualizes 
common narratives, while "Of Self, Care & Work" examines the relationship to work between 
tasks, fulfillment and capitalist constraints.

Two special programs further deepen these discourses: "Reality Bites" presents films on the 
threshold that keep the audience guessing about fact and fiction. Be it the daily burdens of young 
mothers or the arbitrary imprisonment and blackmail of travelling filmmakers: Here, new forms are 
found to reflect on reality.

"Craving for Narratives" is dedicated to the essayistic short form, showcasing films that find new 
ways to theorize through aesthetics, document through subjectivity, and communicate themes that 
remain unspeakable in the classical language of film.

https://www.interfilm.de/en/interfilm-festival-2023/program/
https://www.interfilm.de/en/interfilm-festival-2023/locations/
https://www.interfilm.de/en/interfilm-festival-2023/trailer/
https://www.interfilm.de/en/interfilm-festival-2023/trailer/


The prominent artist duo, Soda Jerk furthermore showcases the potential of deconstruction and 
reconstruction, combination and assemblage in two special programs moderated by friend and film 
curator, Bartholomew Sammut. In Soda Jerk's mid-length works TERROR NULLIUS and HELLO 
DANKNESS, found footage and excerpts of well-known mainstream films are seamlessly blended 
with newly produced material - eras, trash, politics, pop culture and DIY converge and in their 
symbiosis develop a cinematic hyperreality that is unrivaled as well as brilliantly entertaining.

InterForum also presents two events exploring contemporary documentary work: Morgane Frund 
talks about her film "Ours" in "Addressing the Male Gaze Through Its Own Image," and how a 
nature documentary unexpectedly evolved into a feminist showdown. Douwe Dijkstra gives insight 
into the process of his film "Neighbour Abdi" in "A Playful Exchange of Agency." Who tells 
whose story? How can documentary filmmakers preserve the interpretive sovereignty of their 
protagonists? And who is actually the author when those affected in the film tell their story 
themselves?

Topics such as truth and reality, but also veracity and delusion, can also be found in other festival 
sections, sometimes amusing, sometimes challenging, but always inventive. In the process, the view 
expands to the global, as films from well over 60 countries are shown.

Also KUKI.16 Young Short Film Festival Berlin is ready to roll: with 13 programs of 
international shorts for kids and teens that are curated to showcase the diversity of positive 
representation and cinematic creativity beyond the realm of formulaic commercial content for 
young audiences. School bookings are running hot with more than 4000 advance registrations so 
far.
 

What are you waiting for? Start planning your interfilm festival days!

 

https://www.interfilm.de/en/kuki-festival-2023/
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